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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, May 6, 2022, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BEN
RAY LUJAN, a Senator from the State
of New Mexico.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray. O God, the strength of
all who put their trust in You, remind
our lawmakers that we can accomplish
little without Your mercy and grace.
Give them the wisdom to trust Your
power and might in their every endeav-
or, as You inspire them to live worthy
of Your faithfulness.

Lord, we all borrow our daily heart-
beats from You, so give us the serenity
to accept the things we cannot change,
the courage to change the things we
can, and the wisdom to know the dif-
ference. And Lord, continue to
strengthen the Ukrainian people.

We pray in Your powerful Name.
Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

Senate

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022

The senior assistant legislative clerk

read the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 4, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BEN RAY LUJAN, a
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. LUJAN thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
week before last, it was my honor to
sit down with a number of law enforce-
ment officials in my hometown of Lou-

isville, but I wish we could have met
under happier circumstances.

Our city is contending with a tragic
and record-setting jump in crime. Last
year, Louisville saw 188 homicides—the
most in any year on record. In the last
2 years, carjackings have tripled, and
deadly drugs are becoming so prevalent
on our streets that Jefferson County
saw 500 overdose deaths in 2021.

Unfortunately, the historic wave of
crime that has swept my hometown is
challenging communities all across
America. The murder rates of at least
a dozen other major cities set alltime
records last year. Chicago saw its most
carjackings in 20 years, and in the first
quarter of 2022, New York’s crime rate
was already up—listen to this—44 per-
cent.

Needless to say, this is a time for
strong law enforcement. Studies show
that fewer police and less active polic-
ing make crime worse and leave the
most vulnerable communities particu-
larly worse off.

But our Nation’s police officers
aren’t just facing higher volumes of
crime; they are facing more direct, per-
sonal risks to confront it. Last year, as
overall homicide counts continued to
climb past 2020’s record total, killings
of police officers saw a staggering 59-
percent spike of their own: 73—73—men
and women sworn to protect and serve
their communities were killed in 2021
while trying to do exactly that, and,
already, 2022 has seen more than 100
more officers shot in the line of duty.

The surge in anti-police violence that
boiled over in the summer of 2020 has
taken its toll on the men and women of
law enforcement. An exhaustive report
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